
  

February 2013 
NORTHEAST NEW JERSEY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION OF NEW JERSEY 

 

 

President Frank Mortimer 201-417-7309 Secretary Open  

V. President Lynn Paglia      845-558-1921 Treasurer Karl Schoenknecht 201-891-0947 

2nd V. Pres. Rich Schluger 201-693-6949 3rd V. Pres. Tom Fuscaldo 973-942-5066 
 

 

Meeting on: Friday, February 15th at 7:30 PM, Location: Ramapo College of NJ, 505 Ramapo Valley Rd., Mahwah, NJ 07430 

 

Bee Enthusiasts & Bee Curious always welcome!                  Weather permitting.  

_________________________________________________ 

 

This month we will hear from Rob & Gloria Leustek about mead making.  This ancient art predates wine 

making.  The origins of mead can be traced back to the African bush more than 20,000 years ago.  

Eventually mead making became well known in Europe, India and China. But mead making died out as 

people became urbanized.  We will hear about techniques, recipes, methods and the art of modern mead 

making from Rob and Gloria.  Bring your thirst for knowledge and your thirst for mead and prepare to have 

them both quenched. 

Message from the President: 

Hello Northeast NJ Beekeepers! 
 
Happy Valentine’s Day! I hope your heart is buzzing with thoughts of springtime and bees.    The start of this year’s 

bee season is just a few short weeks away.  If this spring is like last year, northeast NJ will have its own March 

madness, we’ll start seeing blooms in mid-month, and our hives will explode with activity.  For February, I would 

strongly encourage everyone to plan, plan, plan and bee ready for next month.   Now is the time to make sure your 

woodenware is ready to go.  The new supply catalogs have started to arrive, and now is the time to look at the new 

gadgets and order any supplies you need before the springtime rush.  Also, this is the time of year when we lose 

the most colonies, and only because our bees run out of food.  Please check on your bees and feed them fondant 

or candy for another month or so.  If your bees have made it this far, they are strong, healthy bees, and it is up to 

us to ensure they hold on until we’re out of winter.  I am really excited about this year.  So far, four out of five of my 

hives are alive and doing well.  I fed them fondant a few weeks ago, and I now have an idea what it must be like to 

pull taffy on the Jersey shore. I was envisioning the fondant to be harder, more like bee candy, and instead it had 

the consistency of a thick marshmallow fluff.  I hacked and pulled off chunks, and in the end, the bees seemed 

happy, so thankfully neatness didn’t count.  Mostly, I was happy that I remembered to pack an extra pair of gloves!   

Please keep in mind if you are looking to increase the number of hives you have, or if you just need bees, the club 

is bringing in nucs from Grant Stiles that will be here BEFORE April 1st.  If you are interested, please let me know, 

and send Karl your deposit of $50 per nuc.   

It is also time to renew your membership, and if you have not already done so, please send in your dues to Karl as 

soon as you can.  Just so you know, your dues help your club.  So the sooner everyone has paid, the better the 

club can support its members.  

Last, the state winter meeting is February 23rd in Hamilton, NJ.  I would strongly encourage everyone to attend, as 

it’s a great way to meet fellow beekeepers from across the state.  Additionally, this is an important meeting because 
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it’s the state elections, and it’s important that the state leadership represents the needs of our club, The Northeast 

NJ Beekeepers.  

I look forward to the coming months, and sharing this bee season with all of you. May we all have more honey than 

we know what to do with!  

Until then, I’ll see you at this month’s meeting! 

Frank Mortimer 
President, Northeast NJ Beekeepers  
 
 
 Be sure to go to our Face book page to see great pics posted by the over 550 Face book fans we have at 

our page and recent articles in the news about our members. 
  

Remember: http://www.nnjbees.org  is your website!  Check that site for everything Northeast New Jersey 

Beekeeping! 

 
Next Month:  In conjunction with our sister bee club, Morris and Somerset Counties Beekeepers, we are proud 

to present Tim Ives, licensed carpenter, Vice President of the Michiana Indiana Beekeepers Association, and 

Apiary director for Peace Bees/ Unity Gardens project will talk about how over-wintering in three deeps has 

dropped his average winter losses from over 50% to less than 8%, eliminated the need to feed, and has allowed 

him to super earlier, with more supers per hive, extracting honey 3 times in the season.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Thank you all!  If any members want to volunteer to help our club please contact me either at the meetings or via 
email.  There is lots to do! 

Volunteers 

Judy and Terry Regan 
Tom Miller 

Refreshments – Cakes, cookies, brownies, tea, etc 
Refreshments – Cakes, cookies, brownies, tea, etc 

Katie Devitt Hard mailings for the Newsletter, Club shirts 
Rachel Avenia-Prol Web site creation and training: www.nnjbees.org 
Ken Hyman Built a Warre hive and donated it to the club 
Michael Miller Apparel production, beekeeping instructor 
Leigh K. Lydecker Beekeeping Instructor 
Hugh Knowlton Workshop coordinator and presenter 

http://www.nnjbees.org/
mailto:rick42_98@yahoo.com

